
Waskerley, 
Smiddyshaw, 
Hisehope
Site designations 
Within North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, 
Muggleswick, Stanhope and Edmundbyers Commons and 
Blanchland Moor Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), North 
Pennine Moors Special Protection Area (SPA) and North Pennine 
Moors Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 

Location
All three reservoirs are accessible from the Stanhope to Consett 
road on Muggleswick Common. A locked barrier at the  
enterance to Hisehope restricts access to pedestrians only. 

Access & facilities 
Car parking is limited at all three sites although Waskerley is 
easiest for parking. Public footpaths run close to all three sites. 

Site
These are three small reservoirs situated on Muggleswick 
Common. Waskerley and Smiddyshaw were built in 1877 at  
an altitude of approximately 350 metres. Hisehope was built in 
1906 at an altitude of 340 metres. Waskerley, Smiddyshaw and 
Hisehope are surrounded by heather-dominated, privately 
managed, grouse moor that is at its most picturesque in August 
and September when the heather is in flower. 

The individual conservation value of these three reservoirs is  
low as a result of nutrient deficiency and their exposed nature. 
They are all, however, located in an area that has a high value 
for wildlife, forming part of a SSSI, SPA and SAC. These  
designations reflect the value of the reservoirs as part of an 
important assemblage of habitats and because the moorland 
supports internationally important numbers and species of 
upland birds including black grouse, merlin and golden plover.  

Recreational use of the reservoirs is limited, with Waskerley 
currently leased to an angling association. 

Habitats
Waskerley is the largest and most varied of the three sites. 
Woodland cover here comprises a small conifer plantation with 
sitka spruce and scots pine, and a small broad-leaved plantation. 
Juniper has recently been planted along the overflow channel in 
the north east corner of the site. At Smiddyshaw Reservoir you 
can see petrified trees when water levels are low, indicative of 
woodland cover in the site’s earlier history. 

All the reservoirs are surrounded by a mosaic of dry heath and 
acid grassland that is co-dominated by a mixture of mat-grass, 
wavy hair-grass and heather and where acidic mires occur, soft 
rush and bog moss are dominant.  

Hisehope

Waskerley Smiddyshaw
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