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With grateful thanks to our fabulous
Platinum Partners

By joining our prestigious package as a platinum partner, they will change a thousand lives, for the
better, forever.

In return, they benefit from 40 corporate places at WaterAid fundraising occasions. If you are
interested in receiving further details on our platinum package please email wateraid@nwl.co.uk

Having a ball

The Northumbrian WaterAid World Cup Foot
Ball kicked off just one week before the actual
World Cup, and raised over £20,000. Guests
entered the party room to find it bedecked with
the flags of the 32 countries in the actual World
Cup competition, plus a couple of 'additional
ringers' in the form of Malawi, FIFA officials and
the referees "boo, hiss"!

Names of the table hosts had been entered into
a draw prior to the ball, to identify which
country they would be supporting for the
evening, and each table had been themed
appropriately. The tables, or teams, then
competed to win, no not the world cup, but a
brand new Ford Ka. All of the guests took part
in various knock out competitions and the car
was eventually won by a member of the Ghana
table.

One extra special addition to the evening was
the South African band, Uphondo Lwe Afrika.
The band were performing at The SAGE
Gateshead, but had offered to entertain the
guests at the ball too. The fact that they had
flown into Newcastle Airport that afternoon
didn't stop their fantastic, lively and colourful
display, which had the guests on their feet to cheer them on.

After a fantastic banquet and the World Cup Challenge competition, the guests enjoyed table football
and a more traditional live band, Starlight Express, who of course played the familiar football
anthems. A fabulous time was had by all, and grateful thanks go to the WaterAid platinum partners,
everyone who provided the fantastic range of raffle prizes and of course, the very game guests!



X Factor bootcamp for WaterAid singers

Those who will be watching the new series of X Factor may spot two familiar faces. Gemma
Warburton and Joe Lawson from Starlight Express, who sang at this year’'s WaterAid Foot Ball are
going ‘head to head’ in the X Factor boot camp.

Sunderland’s Gemma Warburton and Joe Lawson, who auditioned separately, will compete against
each other for a place in the 16 — 24 group of the ITV show, after judges were wowed by their singing
skills.

Gemma managed to secure her place by performing Whitney Houston’s “I will always love you”. Joe
had only gone to the regional auditions to support girlfriend Gemma, but producers were quick to
notice his star potential and encouraged him to sing for the judges too.

But 23 year old Gemma isn’t too worried: “It’'s just healthy competition at the moment. If one gets
through and the other one doesn’t, we will still be there to support each other.”

Gemma and Joe made a special appearance singing at the recent WaterAid ball. They currently
perform as lead vocals in venues up and down the country.

WaterAid in Malawi

Malawi is the world’s 10th poorest country with an average life
expectancy of 39, daily income of £1 and inflation at 11%. Its
infrastructure is either crumbling or nonexistent and disease is
widespread. The country is also prone to natural disasters from both
extremes; drought and heavy rainfall.

In April, a group of WaterAid supporters, including Northumbrian
Water’'s John Mowbray and Alistair Baker, North Durham MP Kevan
Jones and representatives of the Journal newspaper and BBC TV
visited Malawi, in a bid to raise awareness for WaterAid and the
problems it is trying to overcome.

The week long intensive visit involved meetings with Malawian
politicians and visiting different communities; particularly those without
water, and also to those where WaterAid had worked for several years.

John Mowbray said “We were greeted by a lot of happy faces
as, to the villagers, we symbolised hope. Hope that
something will be done to help them.”

Kevan Jones said “The thing that really struck me is how vital
water is to everything that happens in Malawi, yet we take it
for granted when we turn on the tap in the morning. When
you speak to women, having to walk miles each morning to
collect water, you see how it can have a knock on effect on so
many things”.

WaterAid began working in Malawi in November 1999 and projects are now underway in four rural
areas. WaterAid is concentrating on rehabilitating existing water systems, rather than building new
ones and helping communities to set up water and sanitation committees, who have responsibility for
the overall management of water projects.

In support of the visit, a week long appeal was published in the Journal, raising more than £20,000 —
enough to provide at least six wells serving and saving the lives of 3,000 people!

Since the visit, a meeting has been arranged with Chancellor Gordon Brown to encourage support of
the appeal.

Race night

This year’s race night is taking place on Friday 13 October at Newcastle Civic Centre. With last year's
event raising a staggering £13,758 we would love you to come along.

If you would like to sponsor a race or buy tickets (no minimum numbers) for this year's event please
email us at wateraid@nwl.co.uk.
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Water is life

A 'Water is Life' exhibition of photography by Jayne Emsley of the Journal,
and TV pictures from Mark Batey from the BBC from a recent WaterAid
Malawi visit, took place at the BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art from
Thursday 24 August to Tuesday 29 August.

Substantial support and sponsorship has already been secured for this event
from Canon and Big Display.

Photos from the exhibition and Northumbrian Water’s bottled tap water, “97”,
were on sale, along with our fun game 'Poop-la’ to help raise funds for
WaterAid.

Water lessons for schools

WaterAid committee members, Lorraine Coulson and Alistair

Baker, along with MP’s Sharon Hodgson (Gateshead East) and
Kevan Jones (Durham North), have been making presentations at
school assemblies, explaining how people around the world suffer on
a daily basis simply because they don’t have access to safe water
and sanitation, as well as describing how WaterAid provides water,
sanitation and hygiene education.

Woodham Community Technology College, Durham was able to put
things into perspective, as part of a major refurbishment programme
to improve facilities for students including two new toilet blocks being
built at a cost of £70,000. By comparison, it costs £3000 for WaterAid
to provide a bore hole to supply a whole village with clean, fresh
water. The contrast spurred the pupils on to have a non-uniform day,
with all proceeds being donated to WaterAid. More assemblies have
been planned for later in the year.

Goodbye Kevin

On Friday 14 July we said goodbye to Kevin Thompson, who has been our committee treasurer for
the last 10 years. Kevin, who has been involved in organising many of the WaterAid events, said:
“I thoroughly enjoyed my involvement with WaterAid. It was great being able to combine organising
events such as the golf day with such a worthwhile cause as WaterAid”.

We wish Kevin all the best for the future.

Project Link
Monies raised by the Northumbrian WaterAid fundraising committee supports projects in Malawi, India
and Tanzania. Here is an example of one of the projects and the difference your donation can make.

Zeinabu Kayisi is the chairperson of the water committee in the village of Chiutila Kuluunda in the
Salima District of Malawi. This was the site chosen for the first ever handpump installed by WaterAid
in the district and Zeinabu now helps look after the new pump.

Zeinabu said “I had four children die and now | only have one son left” she explains. “He’s 14 years
old. I didn't have the time back then to spend with my children but now clean water has given me
more time because we're not so sick any more. If people feel healthier then improving their lives
seems more of a possibility. Some people in this village are now starting to better their own lives by
selling donuts or dry frying fish and selling it. | sell samosas and fish which is helping me to become
very independent and strong. Just like being able to maintain the pump myself makes me feel
independent and strong! My wish for the future is that our village is full of happy and healthy children
and that we can all earn more money which will makes us even more independent and pay for
schools and decent food”.



