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Birds focus

Our annual nature focus for 2008/09 concentrated on birds. We have an amazing
variety of birdlife on our sites and regularly survey them to keep track of the latest
interest. Throughout 2008/09 various activities took place to help improve the bird
life on our landholdings and raise staff awareness by organising internal
competitions and events.

Here is a review of the events that took place both at Northumbrian Water and Essex
& Suffolk Water over the year.

BTO — British Energy Business Bird Challenge

2008 saw the return of the British Trust Ornithology - British Energy Business Bird
Challenge which takes place every two years and both Essex & Suffolk Water and
Northumbrian Water took part

This challenge recognises the sensitive management of industrial landholdings
across the country, which is reflected in the variety and remarkable number of bird
species using these sites.

Every two years the BTO tries to find:

« Sites with the most innovative and effective conservation initiatives.

* Sites which attract the greatest diversity of bird species.

* Sites where there is the most community involvement.

This year Essex & Suffolk Water's Abberton Reservoir was the winner of both the
Conservation and the Community Award for the Major Wetland category




The reservoir is the largest freshwater body in Essex and is important for wintering
wildfowl. Due to the increasing demand for water, Essex & Suffolk Water has applied
to raise the water levels at the reservoir, the Scheme has been designed to ensure
that it delivers benefits to the wildlife using the site as well as an increase in water
storage.. Essex Wildlife Trust have a visitor centre and nature reserve at the
reservoir and they have continued to promote the area to the local community,
including 44 schools visits and a Wildlife and County Fair that attracted 800 people.

Bird Atlas Sponsorship

Our ongoing commitment to surveying and monitoring of birds is shown in our
sponsorship of the Red Kite by Northumbrian Water and the Cormorant by Essex &
Suffolk Water for the 2007-2011 BTO bird atlas. Bird atlases provide a periodic

insight into the status of all of the bird species of an area.

National Nest Box Week

Northumbrian Water supported the BTO National Next Box Week, which began on
St. Valentines Day, by putting up 20 nest boxes and 1 owl box at Derwent Reservoir.
The event was attended not only by staff from Northumbrian Water but also by
volunteers from the community project Ebony Woodwork who actually made the bird
boxes.




Bird Ringing Events

Birtley Sewage Treatment Works

This event gave Northumbrian Water staff a chance to get involved with and gain a

greater understanding of how and why
bird ringing is undertaken. Members
of the Northumberland and Tyneside
Bird Ringing Group showed
employees how the birds are captured
(using mist nets) and gave
demonstrations of how to ring and
weigh the birds before their release.

Crowsheath Community Woodland, Hanningfield

Essex & Suffolk Water staff were given the

opportunity to attend an evening of ringing Kestrel
chicks and Barn owlets. The group comprised of
local BTO volunteer Chris Harris (the licensed bird
ringer), independent volunteers, Chris Hall and Dave
Strand and a small number of staff. The chicks were
each removed from the nest boxes, weighed and
rung and staff were shown how to correctly hold the

chicks.

Northern Kites

As well as being a member of the steering group and a main sponsor, Northumbrian
Water also organised a Red Kite Safari in February 2009 that gave employees the

opportunity to withess some of
the reintroduced birds in the
Gateshead area. Led by an
expert guide from the Northern
Kites Project, the birds were
seen at various locations
around the Derwent Valley in
Gateshead with some
spectacular close up views.
Photo Competition



The ‘Feathers in Focus’ competition
involved staff at both Northumbrian
Water and Essex & Suffolk Water
taking bird themed photographs in line
with this year’s nature focus. There
were five winning entries this year,
including two highly commended
photos. The overall winner was of a
grey phalarope taken at Abberton
Reservaoir.

Other Events

Other events organised by Essex & Suffolk Water and Northumbrian Water with our
partners over the year included:

Black Grouse Lek

This early morning event in Upper Teesdale provided the opportunity to see the
traditional mating ritual of the male Black Grouse led by an expert guide from the
North Pennines Black Grouse Recovery Project.

Dawn Chorus Walks

Various dawn chorus walks, in conjunction with local Wildlife Trusts took place during the
spring of 2008 at reserves in both the Northumbrian and Essex & Suffolk areas.
These events provided those willing to face a 4.30am start the opportunity to enjoy
an early morning stroll around the reserves, hear the birds wake up and learn to
identify the sounds. The reserves included in the events were Abberton,
Hanningfield, Carlton Marshes, and Low Barns near Witton-le-Wear.

Wader Watch



This event took place at Derwent Reservoir and provided (with the help of an expert
from Durham Wildlife Trust) the opportunity to identify local species that visit the site,
such as mallard, teal and coot.

Owl Evening

This event organised by Essex Wildlife Trust allowed staff to find out all about these
fascinating creatures and become ‘owlwise’ with the help of the Trust staff.

Finally, don't forget, there is bird life in one form or another on all of our sites, and we
have bird hides overlooking our northern reservoirs at Bakethin, Kielder, Scaling
Dam, Blackton, Grassholme, Derwent and Whittle Dene as well as Abberton,
Hanningfield and the Trinity Broads overlooking our southern reservoirs.



